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English to which the pupil is restricted at the start. So
the teacher is not exempt from the, duty of habituating
his pupil to such context habits as will form a nucleus
for further habits later. On the other hand it must
equally be realized that the full range of meaning and
use of words is an acquisition which even the native
Englishman secures only gradually, after repeatedly
•encountering the word in all sorts of sentences and styles
-of writing and speaking in the course of his conversation •
.and reading. To be word perfect in this respect is the
mark of a high level of linguistic education.
But a point in method where the teacher can assist the
pupil here is in the teaching of those word-combinations
which are so common and have so definite a meaning and
usage as to be for all practical purposes single words.
The commonest of these should be introduced into the
pupil's early vocabulary. Here are a few examples taken
.at random—
at any rate, by no means, all the same, on the top of,
at top speed, of course, not at all, as a rule, to make fun
of, once in a while, now and then, plenty of, to lend a
hand, at the risk of, more often than not, at all costs, to
make sure of, to and fro, very well, with pleasure.
Some of the simpler and more common compound
words (to give them a name) of this kind should be
purposely included in the pupil's working vocabulary,
and used in sentences like single words till he is able to
use them correctly and with confidence himself.
Parts of Speech
(c) The third caution is that the early vocabulary
should contain a fair proportion of the raore essential
parts of speech for sentence making.
Nouns, common personal pronouns, and verbs, have
precedence here; adjectives, adverbs and prepositions
•are second in importance. Conjunctions come in inci-
dentally, chiefly (excepting3the few most common) as the
pupil becomes capable of more than a single sentence
at a time. It is a mistake to confine the pupil to a list of
nouns at the outset; verbs should, indeed must, if he is
to form sentences, enter into his earliest lessons. *Is*

